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The Secretary 

P - Mr. Armacoat^fl- 

EAP - Caoton Sigu- 

PH - H. Allen Ho We' 




S03JECT: 

ISBUS FOR DECISION 



my- 



^SSJV* 1 ? Pf Mi59 ' ii9 » ^ Saudi Arabia: Letter 
to PRC Forolgn Minister er 



Whether to «ig n the attached letter- to Pfcc foreign Minister 
Wu Xu.qian and approve the attached talking point 'for oa? bv F 
Mike Arraacost and Win Lord with t*« Chtnaa*. . ' ^ • 

" Dur^ng'yoar «arch 5 dinner with PRC^/orelgn Hini«ter bu : 
xueqlanj you raised th« i,aue of chined trajilf«r o Cas-2 • 

intermediate range ballistic Bi<uIU.. {IRQ* • J -to Saudi ■■ ■• 

frlSJj:, n»^? l9n Hin ^tw-«».»pUiid -that the PHC v vould not 
transfer nuclear weapon* to third" countriw? -*h aeiurAnce ■" 

Match IV The President and Bick'Hurphy hava alao" raised th-ia 
luufa with the SaudU and have. r ec < ived,a«« uc .n l cea thtf* the 
Saudi, will, not^cquirj nuclear Veapon*'. ' * • 

. • * ~ i. ~' n '" ■■■ * ' * 

••' Vtlcotf*- as th«Be.;iiiur«iiCB» are, ve bel-ieve that the aoit ' 
tjo U .ble«oa»,&« S p»ctof thl*. development relate, to the a.nlws ' 
Inherent in the; -proliferation of- ib«lUttU.ai««lJ« ive'tirta 
capable of deUVerlno..c6nvWtl nal>chenfc^ ' 

"«»»««•«• The 'Chin..* .iLe.of •int«ii*2?« < " , i2|-i^sa"tic- 

establiab a broader international. 'rt jlpe controllihtf- the " "'. 
dl«««5.ination .of '-chi.M •ya.temii .■■ :BhorVof4hUi ve"£e.d » ' ■"•' 
better uni.traUnain«'.;of C.hino!*.. «tftu"tf« On th{. matter, vhlch 
viW^??"""'* * f - . un ^^"9Wppor.t =ior ou-t Jalalt^ftip 

to v?^^!!!^?; 1 ^"' v«: c on«ider -l/de^ratrle-for you 
to v-ritt- ?otei«n Minister *u ; to ■reiter^ta/our/cprfcern over 1 * 
Jhina*. introduction of .iRflH'e into- the Riddle' Eaet and to' urge -♦ 
the ptoapt ^ nltUtldn.o- e;1 >oce^rfectiveSdialogiie betveen 25' 
<?n controlling, th* transfer oe-.^'iBtile ttchnoloci 
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■"■jp lc breaker :lf;Sr";the. qd*E:.'0". oi tho Saucl r.iaal&a, or. vh 
■:• have pressod tl.'» Sacdl? unsucceys ; j 1 1 y to cn«5liih-a 
e:i!i:adon tecl*!<s to prc-vldc n«vt;y t .in en that tho. Saudi 
-sea Hat ions rerrkin non-nuclear. .In light of atrong Saudi 
PFcsi-.icr. to a ^verification regime, w e see po utility, in raisi 
he ve::f ::a::cn iocue with the Chinese at t h i o 1 1 tno . . 

k 

In order to denonat r at e .the aeriouoneao. with which -we vlew'che 
f\Lneae sal* <5f misallea .-to .Saudi Arabia, ve^propose -parallel- . ■ 
emarches here. by MiJte Arfracbat and In ffeijtng by win Lord to 
resent your letter. Proposed tailing pointo,for thofle meetings 
re. attacheM at Tab 2, ■" • ■ * . . • 



1". That ypu sign the attached letter at Tab 1 'to Foreign 
Minister Wu ." \ JU*c . 

* — ■ "•-.■' 

2. That yqfb approve'th* talking .points, art Tab 2 for ttifce 
Witf Lord" to. use vit-h the 'Chlneaa when delivering your letter.-" 

-■ ' 
.-.'.-Pisapprove . 
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Chinese Sale of Missiles to Saudi Arabia: 
to PRC Foreign Minister 



Letter 



ISSUE FOR DECISION 

Whether to sign the attached letter to PRC Foreign Minister 
Wu Xuegian and approve the attached talking points for use by 
Mike Armacost and Win Lord with the Chinese, 

BACKGROUND 

During your March 6 dinner with PRC Foreign Hinister Wu 
Xueqian, you raised the issue of Chinese transfer of CSS-2 
intermed iate range ballisti c missiles ( IRBM's) to Saudi 
Arabia. 



iwe believe that the most 



B1,A5,A3 
B1,A5 



troublesome aspect of this development relates to the dangers 
Inherent in the proliferation of ballistic missile systems 
capable of delivering conventional, chemical, or nuclear 
warheads. The Chinese sale of intermediate range ballistic 
missiles to Saudi Arabia lends added urgency to the need to 
establish a broader international regime controlling the 
dissemination of these systems* Short of this, we need a 
better understanding of China's attitude on this matter, which 
has the potential of undermining support for our relationship 
with Beijing. 

Under these circumstances, ve consider it desirable for you 
to write Foreign Minister Wu to reiterate our concern over 
Chinas introduction of IRBM's into the Middle East and to urge 
the prompt initiation of a more effective dialogue between us 
on controlling the transfer of missile technologies. This 
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issue is broader than the question of the Saudi missiles, on which 



In order to demonstrate the seriousness with which we view the 
Chinese sale of missiles to Saudi Arabia, we propose parallel 
demarches here by Mike Armacost and in Beijing by Win Lord to 
present your letter. Proposed talking points for those meetings 
are attached at Tab 2. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That you sign the attached letter at Tab 1 to Foreign 
Minister Wu. JL^ 

2. That you approve the talking points at Tab 2 for Mike and 
Win Lord to use with the Chinese when delivering your letter. 



Approve 



X 



Disapprove 



Attachments: 

Tab 1 - Letter to PRC Foreign Minister Wu Xuegian 
Tab 2 - Proposed Talking Points 
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